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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


In cases of liydrothorax due cither to cnrdinc or rcnul disease the cells in 
the exudate arc very few in number and nre mainly endothelial cells. 

Gullnnd docs not attempt in any way to lessen the importance of bactcr'o- 
logical examinations in all cases of pleural effusions. He wishes to show 
what others have found: that a preponderance of lymphocytes in a serous 
exudate is almost positive proof of its tuberculous origin. This knowledge 
is important, bccatiso it can be obtained three to six weeks before positive or 
negative results can be secured from the inoculation of guinea-pigs with the 
exudate, and the proper climatic and hygienic treatment can bo immediately 
instituted. 

The Troatmont of Exophthalmic Goitre with Antithyreoldin.— 

S 0 HULT 8 (.1 tiinchener medicinischt \Voehtn*chrif(, 1902, xlix. 834) says: 
Hearing in mind tho probability that the symptoms of Graves' disease depend 
upon tho cxcessivo secretion of the thyroid gland, it occurred to llallet and 
Enriquez that favornblo results might bo obtained by the introduction into 
tho organism of such patients of the blood scrum of animals from which the 
thyroid had been removed. They conceived it possible that such scrum 
might contain an excess of poisonous substances normally neutralized by the 
thyroid secretion; that by the administration of such substances the harmful 
action or the excessive product of the thyroid gland might bo neutralized. 
Thu tiso of the blood of patients with myxu'denm was suggested by Burg- 
Imrdt, while Lanz suggested the tire of the milk of goats upon which tbyreo- 
dcctomy had been performed. Moebius 1ms used with success a preparation 
made by Merck, from tho scrum of sheep from which tho thyroid had been 
removed. The author, shortly after Merck's remarks beforo the Society of 
Mid-German Psychiatrist* and Neurologists, met with a typical case of 
Graves' disease with characteristic manifestations and serious mental symp¬ 
toms. This patient was treated with rest and anti-thyreoidin in doses of from 
0.5 to 4.0 grammes (gr. vljss-lxvij) three tiroes a day. Forty-nine days after 
tho beginning of treatment the patient was discharged from the hospital almost 
entirely well. Tho mental symptoms and the tremor had entirely disap¬ 
peared and the goitre diminished materially in size. No unpleasant results 
were noticed from the treatment. In the same journal, Goebel (Miinchener 
medicinUche Wochcnschrift, 1902, xlix. 836) reports n case in which favorable 
results were apparently obtained by the use of milk from a thyrcoidccto- 
mized goat. 

Blood Oulturos In Pneumonia.— Cole {Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, 

June, 1902, p. 13(i) made blood cultures in thirty cases chosen at random out 
of a total of sixty>tlircc cases of pneumonia admitted to the medical wards 
of the Johns Hopkins Hospital during the session of 1901-1902. The object 
was to determine how frequently the blood was invaded with pneumococci 
during tho course of the disease. Tho technique adopted in making blood 
cultures in typhoid fever was also followed here—that is, 8 to 10 cm. of blood 
was withdrawn and well diluted with bouillon so as to destroy the anti- 
bactericidal action of the blood mum. Several Krlenmeyer flasks contain¬ 
ing 160 c.e. of bouillon wero used in each case. Pneumococci grew from 
tho blood in nino of tho thirty cases in which cultures wero made, all of 
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which terminated fatally. Altogether thirteen of tho thirty cases died. 
Cole thinks that the taking of cultures is mainly of n prognostic value, tho 
cases with pneumococcus septicaemia being much moro likely to terminate 
fatally. Most other observers have obtained positive results in about tho 
same percentage of cases in which cultures wero made. Within tho last 
year, however, Prochaska has published a series of fifty cases, in all of which 
ho obtained the pneumococcus in tho blood cultures. Of tho fifty cases 
twclvo died. This writer claims that there is no relationship between tho 
number of organisms and tho severity of tho attack, but Colo challenges 
this view. 

Peripheral Venous Thrombosis In Pnoumonia, with Report of Three 
Oases and a Roviow of thoso Previously Recordod— Stf.inbr ('Johnt 
Jfoplins Jlofpitut Huff din, Juno, 1902, j>. 130) reports three cases of venous 
thrombosis occurring in a total of 000 cases of pneumonia nt tho Johns Hop* 
kins Hospital. In the first enso the right popliteal was involved. Tho pa¬ 
tient had two attacks of pneumonia while in tho hospital. Tho thrombosis 
occurred twenty-eight days after tho crisis of tho first attack and six days 
after the termination of tho second attack. In tho second caso thrombosis 
of the right saphenous vein occurred on tho sixth day of tho discaso, and 
death occurred on tho twelfth day. The third patient had a thrombosis of 
the right popliteal vein, appearing six days after tho temperature had re¬ 
turned to normal. Only one of tho threo cases died. 

From the fact that ho was ablo to collect only thirty-eight previously 
recorded cases in the literature, Steiner concludes that the condition must 
bo rare, and remarks that this is surprising, considering tho fact that tho 
blood in pneumonia is so rich in fibrin. Thrombosis uf tho veins must bo 
considered a sequel rather than a complication, ns a vast majority of tho 
eases occur after tho temperature returns to normal. In all tho eases tho 
veins of the lower extremities wero involved, and, ns in typhoid fever and 
other infectious diseases, tho left femoral is involved oftencr than the right. 
Of tho forty-one cases, death occurred in nine and recovery in twcnly-fivo 
cases, no definite information being given in seven. 

An Early Symptom of Pleurisy with Effusion.—On careful examination 
of the thorax in nineteen cases of pleurisy with effusion, fourteen serous, 
five suppurative, 1‘nzKWAi.sKi {Oentralbt.f. Chirurgit, 190iJ, xxix. p. 377) has 
observed, without exception, ‘‘a narrowing of tho intercostal spaces and a 
more marked resistance to pressure in the spaces of tho nficctcd side." Tho 
symptom was most easily observed in children. “Tho drawing together of 

the ribs upon that side of tho thorax which contains tho exudation is wholly 
characteristic, and appears to offer n certain nnnlogy to tho muscular con¬ 
tractures in tho extremities (attitudes fixes doa membres) which Is to bo 
observed in the course of arthritides.” Tho reason that this constant and 
typical symptom of pleurisy has never as yet boon recognized Ilea In tho 
fact, probably, that tho change in position of each individual rib is so very 
slight. The author believes that this symptom depends upon tho action of 
tho internal intercostal muscles, and that it Is probably to bo regarded ns a 
reflex contraction in the sense of Hcnlo and Hunter. 



